WILLMAR PLANNING COMMISSION
CITY OF WILLMAR, MN
WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2015

MINUTES

1. The Willmar Planning Commission met on Wednesday, July 8, 2015, at
7:00 p.m. at the Willmar City Offices Conference Room #2.

Members Present: Andrew Engan, Gary Geiger, Aaron Larson, Bob Poe,
Steve Gardner, and Rolf Standfuss.

Members Absent: Margaret Fleck, Scott Thaden, and Randy Czarnetzki.
Others Present: Jon Fahning, and Megan DeSchepper-Planner.

2. MINUTES: The minutes of the June 10, 2015 meeting were approved as-submitted.

3. THRIFTY WHITE PLAN REVIEW- FILE NO. 15-06: Jon Fahning, of Shingobee Builders,
presented plans for a freestanding pharmacy with drive through on property described as

Lots 15 and 16, Block 3, Hillside Terrace (2300 1st St. S.). Mr. Fahning explained that they
plan on removing the existing structure and building a freestanding 3,584 sq. ft. building.

The Commission reviewed and discussed staff comments (see Attachment A).

Staff added that the building setbacks are met, parking requirements are met, however the
north parking/drive setback is right up to the property line which is prohibited. Either a
reconfiguration of the site or a variance would be needed.

The Commission talked about the fagade of the building and that it'd be an improvement to
the property.

Mr. Poe made a motion, seconded by Mr. Standfuss, to approve the plan review with the
following conditions:

A. All of the Engineer Department Comments shall be met prior o issuance of a building
permit.

B. The parking/drive setback shall be met on the north property line of 15’ or a
variance shall be applied for.

C. The use shall meet all applicable local, state, and federal laws and regulations at all
times.

The Planning Commission reviewed and made affirmative findings of fact as per Zoning
Ordinance Section 9.4.a.1-7.

The motion carried with Mr. Gardner abstaining.

4, MINNWEST TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS MARSHA HUDDY IP ATTORNEY PLAN REVIEW-FILE
NO. 15-09: Staff presented plans for an office lease at the MinnWest Technology Campus by




Marsha Huddy and IP Attorney for 206 sq. ft. office on property described as Unit 5,
MinnWest Technology Campus, CIC #40 a Planned Community (1700 Technology Dr. NE).

Staff comments were reviewed and discussed (see Attachment A).
The Commission talked about this being a good fit for the Technology District.

Mr. Larson made a motion, seconded by Mr. Geiger, to approve the plan review with the

following condition:

A. The use shall mieet all applicable local, state, and federal laws and regulations at all
time.

The Planning Commission reviewed and made affirmative findings of fact as per Zoning
Ordinance Section 9.4.a.1-7.

The motion carried.

CITY OF WILLMAR WESTERN INTERCEPTOR SEWER RIGHT-OF-WAY VACATION- FILE NO.
15-02: Staff presented a request for a City initiated vacation of some Willmar Western
Interceptor sewer right-of-way with the intention of retaining an easement over the vacated
parcels on property legally described as follows: Parcels 9,10, 11, 12, and 13, City of
Willmar Western Interceptor Sewer Right-of-Way Plat No. 1. The City noted an error on a
recently recorded plat of the Willmar Industrial Park Fourth Addition, the right-of-way
parcels that cover the interceptor sewer line were intended to be protected by easements so
they could become part of the new industrial park lots.

Mr. Gardner made a motion, seconded by Mr. Geiger, to approve a resolution starting the
vacation process of the parcels with replacement of the same dimensions as easements and
forward the matter onto the City Council for action.

The motion carried.

There being no further business to come before the Planning Commission, the meeting
adjourned at 7:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Megan{\’l DeSchepper “AICP
Planner/Airport Manager




PLANNING COMMISSION-JULY 8, 2015

STAFF COMMENTS
1. MINNWEST TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS MARSHA HUDDY IP ATTORNY PLAN REVIEW- FILE NO. 15-
09:

e The applicant is MinnWest Technology Campus, Willmar, MN.

e They are requesting plan review for an office lease to Marsha Huddy an IP Attorney
(Intellectual Property Lawyers and Patent Attorneys) of 206 sq. ft. on property legally
described as Unit 5, MinnWest Technology Campus, CIC #40 a Planned Community (1700
Technology Dr. NE).

e The IP Attorney is a good fit for the campus as they are patent lawyers for high technology
that is taking place at the campus.

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the plan review with the following condition:
A. The use shall meet all applicable local, state, and federal laws and regulations at all
times.

2. THRIFTY WHITE PLAN REVIEW-FILE NO. 15-06:
e The applicant is Shingobee Builders, Inc., Waite Park, MN.

e The applicant is requesting plan review to construct a new retail pharmacy and associated
parking on property described as: Lots 15 & 16, Block 3, Hillside Terrace (2300 1% St. S).

e The applicant is proposing building a 3,584 sq. ft. building with a drive through window.

e The property is zoned GB General Business.

o The property is accessed via Terrace Dr. SW.

e All building setbacks are met.

e All the parking setbacks are met on the property except for along the north property where
the proposed drive lane is up to the property line. The site shall either be reconfigured ora
variance will have to applied for (no guarantee it would be granted).

e The exterior fagade of the building is architecturally pleasing and will fit in well with other
commercial retail structures in the area.

e There are 20 proposed parking spaces which meets the Ordinance requirements.

e The landscape plan is rather limited-- grass and some Black Eyed Susan’s.

ENGINEERING COMMENTS: Has the MPCA building demolition permit been applied for? The
new building label is misspelled throughout the plan. The 24 foot north access road is on the
property line without a setback (sheet 3). The existing curb and gutter through the existing
driveway is not shown to be removed (sheet 4). The existing 12" RCP storm sewer and apron is
not shown to be removed (sheet 4). The proposed curb and gutter elevation s indicate the 12
foot west access road and part of the 24 foot north access road are draining to Terrace Dr.
which will not be allowed {sheet 5). There is no project contact information, project
training/certification or erosion control quantities shown (sheet 8).
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RECOMMENDATION: Approve the plan review with the following conditions:

A.

All of the Engineering department comments shall be met prior to the issuance of a
building permit.
The parking setback shall be met on the north property line of 15’ or a variance shall be

applied for.
The use shall meet all applicable local, state, and federal laws and regulations at all

times.




